[Anesthesia and analgesia in intravenous drug dependent patients with injection abscesses of the upper extremity. Case report].
The morbidity and mortality rate of drug addicts is characteristically higher than in a normal population. Especially abscesses of the hand and the forearm region are frequent consequences of unsterile injection techniques. Pre-, intra-, and postoperative anaesthetic management has to take into consideration that the choice of the anaesthetic procedure should not interfere with the very special conditions of the drug addicts. In our experience, continuous axillary brachial plexus block offers a number of advantages in pain management in drug addicts as well as in former drug addicts.